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6 April 1852

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church with Rev. Albertus Van
Raalte, elders H. Broek, J. A. Wilterdink, D. J. Hekhuis, J. Labots (clerk) and deacons A.
de Weerd, A. Plugger, and Keppel present, the Consistory dealt mainly with the slander
of the pastor and Consistory by the person who had published the article in De Hollander,
"The Pope and His Cardinals." The author was anonymous and may have been either a
member of this church or the Zeeland church. Whoever the author was, the editor, Mr.
Doesburg, should be admonished.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, the Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 31-33.
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No other matters remaining for discussion, the meeting was closed with prayer and
thanksgiving by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
A. C. van Raalte, president; J. Labots, clerk

Church Meeting of April 6, 1852

Present are the following people: Rev. A. C. van Raalte; Elders H. Broek, J. A.
Wilterdink; D. J. Hekhuis; J. Labots; Deacons A. de Weerd, A. Plugger, Keppel.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 2— The president inquires of Brother Wilterdink the purpose of the meeting.
He replies that it is in order to ask the question whether a member of the congregation
should be permitted to slander others, particularly those involved in the gospel ministry in
the congregation. This, he declares, is happening, because Mr. Doesburg is permitting
filthy slander to appear in his newspaper. This is leading to the destruction, both of
ecclesiastical and civic life.
The judgment of the assembly is that one must, first of all, know who the writers were,
and whether they are members of the congregation or not. If they are, they could be
admonished, but we must be extremely careful, particularly in times of confusion, since
many ordinary members are being led astray.
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This is particularly true at this moment, and we do not wish to give the appearance of
seeking to hinder the freedom of the press, nor do we wish to be accused of a party spirit.
Nor do we wish to be accused of robbing a poor man of the opportunity to make a living.
This latter must be particularly avoided, so that the situation is not made even worse.
For this reason it is wiser, for the time being, to take a wait and see attitude concerning
the development of this wickedness. In the meantime, we must even more earnestly call
upon the Lord, asking that he will deliver us and that the truth may be maintained while
God's honor is upheld.
Concerning Mr. Doesburg, it was decided to admonish him on an ongoing basis. This
must take place, however, not so much because of the church's disciplinary power but in
the capacity of friends who give him advice.
Moreover, inquiries should be made from him concerning the author of the piece entitled,
"The Pope and His Cardinals" If the author is a member of the congregation at Zeeland,
they should be requested to rebuke this brother and to require public confession.
ARTICLE 3 — A discussion ensued concerning what procedure to follow with a member
of the congregation; namely, the wife of Kleis, who has made arrangements to have the
property of her husband listed in her name, in order to
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evade the creditors. Her action has also put in jeopardy those who have served as
guarantors for Mr. Kleis.
It was decided, first of all, to admonish her, and also to appoint a committee for further
investigation by contacting Mr. Post. The committee will be Rev. van Raalte and
Deacons de Weerd and Plugger.
ARTICLE 4 — Some of the brethren ask whether it might not be advisable from now on,
before holy communion is served, to meet as a consistory for the purpose of hearing the
confession of faith of those who wish to become members of the congregation. Eight
days before the celebration, the names of these perspective members will be made public.
This procedure will satisfy consistory and congregation, and will enhance orderly process
in the church. This proposal was approved.
No further business remaining, the meeting was closed with a prayer of thanksgiving by
Elder H. Broek.

A. C. van Raalte, president
J. Labots, clerk
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